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_» Studying of liver cancer mortality and
morbidity burden in Iran

Fazeli Z*, Fazeli Bavand Pour F?, AbadiA.R®, Pourhoseingholi M.A% TaghinejadH*

(Received:

Abstract

Introduction:  Hepatocellular  carcinoma
(HCC) represents approximately 6% of all
new cancer cases worldwide. Although,
liver cancer is one of the leading cause of
death, there is no validated and up-to-date
data about the cancer in Iran. The aim of
this study was to evaluate the mortality
rates and trends of the cancer in Iranian
population during a period of almost a
decade, i.e. from 1995 to 2003.

Material and Method: National death
statistic reported by the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education (MOH&ME) from
1999 to 2004 stratified by age group, sex,
and cause of death were included in this
study. HCC was expressed as the annual
mortality rates/100,000, general and/or per
gender, and age group.

Accepted: )

Findings. The general mortality rate of

HCC slightly increased during the years
under study from 2.56 to 3.53 and HCC
mortality was higher for older age and male
gender.

Discussion & Conclusion: Our study
indicated remarkable increasing trends in
HCC mortality. For HCC, since the rate of
HCC screening is very low in lIran, it is
recommended that the screening test be
started as a public program in order to
control the mortality and burden of HCC in
the future.

Keywords: Hepatocellular carcinoma;
Mortality ;Iran
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