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Abstract

Introduction: Hospital waste contains micr-
obial agents and chemical compounds whi-
ch are toxic and dangerous for health of
patients, personnel and clients. Due to the
presence of hazardous and infectious mat-
erials in the hospital waste, appropriate ma-
nagement of them is a mandatory. The aim
of this study was to compare the waste m-
anagement system in small and large
hospitals of Tehran city in 2012.

Materials & Methods: In this descriptive
and cross-sectional study the solid waste m-
anagement in two large and three small
hospitals of Tehran city in 2012 were com-
pared. Initially, hospital wastes were segre-
gated and weighted and then the percentage
of infectious and non-infectious wastes was
determined. According to the world health
organization questionnaire status of hospital
waste management were evaluated in these
hospitals.

Accepted: March 8, 2014)

Findings: Average of generated waste per
day was 4.5 kg for every active bed in large
hospitals and 4.87 in small hospitals. The
level of Health for waste storage and co-
llection systems were 91.5% and 100% in
large hospitals and 73% in small hospitals,
respectively. Biological indices showed that
waste disposing scores were 1 and 4 in lar-
ge and small hospitals, respectively.

Discussion & Conclusion: There was no
significant difference between the amount
of generated waste in small and large hos-
pitals, however the amount of infectious
wastes were 1.75 times greater in small ho-

spitals than in large ones. The level of
Health for waste storage and collection sys-
tems was significantly higher in large
hospitals. Hospital waste management sta-
tus was much better in large hospitals than
in small hospitals.

Keywords: Waste management, hospital,
solid waste
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