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Comparing the Ability to Recognize Facial Expression of Emotion in
Paranoid Schizophrenic, Disorganized Schizophrenic and Normal
Subjects

Ghasempour A'* Narimani M?, Abolghasemi A>, Hassanzadeh Shahnaze’
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Abstract

Introduction: Disability to recognize the
facial expression of emotion may causes
specific defects in the social function of
patients with schizophrenia. The aim of the

current study was to compare the ability to
recognize the facial expression of emotion
in the schizophrenic paranoid, disorganized
and the normal people.

Materials & Methods: The current rese-
arch was a causal-comparative study. The
sample included 60 patients with schizoph-
renia (30 paranoid and 30 disorganized) and
30 normal persons, who were selected
through a simple sampling method. To co-
llect the required data, recognizing facial
expressions of emotions test (RFET) was
used. Multivariate analysis of variance (M-
ANOVA), LSD and post hoc tests were
conducted to analyze the data.

Findings: The results showed significant
differences among the groups in recognize-
ing the facial expressions of
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happiness, sadness, surprise, anger and
disgust (P<0.05). The subjects suffering
from schizophrenia faced difficulties to
recognize the facial expressions of these
emotions. Also, subjects with paranoid
schizo-phrenia had a better ability than
subjects with disorganized schizophrenia in
recognizing the facial expression of sadness
and surprise.

Discussion & Conclusion: Defect in rec-
ognizing the facial expression of emotion
was deeper in schizophrenic patients than in
the normal subjects. Also, the defects in
disorganized patients were more prominent
than in the paranoid patients. The results of
this study revealed important implications
for the treatment of patients with schizo-
phrenia.

Keywords: schizophrenia, recognizing fac-
ial expressions of emotions, paranoid, dis-
organized

1. Dept of General Psychology, Ayatollah Amoli Branch, Islamic Azad University, Amol, Iran
2. Dept of General Psychology, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran

*(corresponding author)

Scientific Journal of Ilam University of Medical Sciences




